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Fox Valley’s Only Chartered Vietnam Veterans  
Organization Serving Area Veterans Since 1987 

 “Never again will one generation of Veterans abandon another." 

www.vvawi351.org 

info@vvawi351.org 

See page 12 
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CURRENT OFFICERS 

CONTACTS 

Officers / B.O.D. 

President Larry Cavanaugh 

• lcavanaugh123@yahoo.com 920-264-7917 

Vice President John Koehler 
• kent1952@live.com 920-858-3310 

Secretary Gary Brynjulfson 

Treasurer…/Budget Phil Moore 

Chaplain Mike Weaver 
Board of Directors -BOD Joe Eiting 

Board of Directors-BOD Wade Van Ryzin  
Board of Directors-BOD Tom Bartel 

Committees / Administration 

Adopt-A-Family Dennis Van Hoof 
Adopt-A-Highway/Community Service Dennis Van Hoof 
Chapter Social Events  Wade Van Ryzin 

Education/Scholarship Wade Van Ryzin 

Reflections of Vietnam Coordinator John Koehler 
FV Veterans Council & Recognition David Evans 

Membership Joe Eiting 

Military Support Group Mike Weaver 
Nomination/Constitution Board of Directors 

POW/MIA Glen Zimmerman 

Sergeant-At-Arms Dennis Van Hoof 
Sunshine/Fundraising/Charity Drives Bill Olcott 
Taps Larry Cavanaugh 

The Highground Memorial Leon Meidam 

Webmaster  Angie Coenen 

Web Assistant/Newsletter Dennis Bowman  



November-December 2018 Page 3 

 

920-205-1565 Chapter info@vvawi351.org 

920-739-6839 Tom Bartel tebartel@sbcglobal.net 
920-858-2551 Dennis Bowman dbowmanvva@new.rr.com 

920-419-6920  Gary Brynjulfson garybvetsandfriends@gmail.com 

920-205-1565  Joe Eiting capteiting@aol.com 

920-734-2947 David Evans david.w.evans@sbcglobal.net 
920-667-4765  Chuck Lewis lewnytunes2@yahoo.com 

920-740-8672  Leon Meidam lrm101@ntd.net 
920-750-4110  Phil Moore prespanther@att.net 
920-733-8199 Bill Olcott wolcott2009@live.com 

920-759-7447  Jer Sanderfoot jsanderfoot@new.rr.com 

920-419-6444  Dale Siebers rcpo633@gmail.com 

920-734-9638 Wade Van Ryzin wvanryzin@aol.com  
920-470-4674  Mike Weaver skipatroldoc@gmail.com 

 

Note: Contact list is blanked out on Web version 

Other Contacts 
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GOAL STATEMENT 

 

To promote and support the full range of issues important to Vietnam Vet-
erans; to create a new identity for this generation of Veterans; and to 
change the public perception of Vietnam Veterans. 

 

THE VETERAN 

 

A “Veteran”—active duty, reserve, discharged, or retired—is someone who 
wrote a blank check payable to the USA for an amount up to and including 
his/her life. This is a definition of honor; many fail to grasp or perhaps 
have forgotten this fact. 

 

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE 

If you know of a Chapter member that is not feeling well or is having sur-
gery, please contact Bill Olcott at 920-733-8199. Bill sends get-well cards 
to these folks, so they know that the Chapter has their well-being in mind.  
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President’s Message 

Chapter Tales 

Comrades 

 

On 11 November we observe or have observed Veterans Day, it's a 
day to recognize and remember all those who have served our Coun-
try, we should pause a moment and reflect on their impact, and im-
mense sacrifices of our fallen heroes. My hope is that, you all saved 
a part of your day to reflect on what veterans day means to you. 
 

Our POW-MIA fundraising was a resounding success. Now we need 
to disperse these funds to POW-MIA causes. We were short of a few 
volunteers again, our Dates for our Orange Blossom drive is May 3-

4th, 2019 the date for our POW-MIA drive is 20 Sept 2019. I had the 
wrong dates at our 15 October meeting. Please set aside these 
dates, I think everyone that's able should be willing to give 3-4 hours, 
at each drive event per year, to your Chapter. This year we handed 
out free POW-MIA caps to the members that helped with the POW-

MIA drive, next year we're thinking about, maybe a weekend pass, 
maybe! 
 

A Veteran, who me? I remember when I first came home from Vi-
etnam, at the ripe old age of twenty, a friend said that I was now a 
Veteran, it was very strange to hear, because I had always consid-
ered a Veteran, to be of an older generation, that it described those 
who fought in WW1, WW11, Korea, the wars of my parents and 
grandparents. The term 'Veteran' didn't really seem to describe a 
twenty year old lad, who was an orphan at age ten, had nothing in 
this world and was placed with a large dairy farmer as a hired man, 
wages were to include; room and board, $10 a week in the summer 
and $5 a week over winter, hours were 0500 to 1950 each day, my 
only time off was 1100 to 1500 hrs on Sunday. I stayed with that fami-
ly eight years, I never went anywhere all those years, so in 1965 after 
High School, I was yearning for some excitement, and listening to the 
News and knowing a War was likely to break out, and I didn't want to 
miss it, so I volunteered for the Draft. Ain't life grand! 
 

 

Continued 
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PS #1 Now that I have forced a small portion of my life story, upon you 
all. I'm sure you all have a story. Perhaps we need to devote a few 
pages in our Newsletter and have two members describe their trials 
and tribulations in each publication. I'll put it on the agenda for our 19 
November meeting. 
 

PS #2 With the gathering for our Fish Fry, just by observing the com-
miserating between the members, the instant friendship between the 
women, I believe we need to schedule more events like this. It does a 
person good to be out and about.  We have so much in common, and 
we surely don't  know everything. It's a shame a person has to keep 
his/her knowledge locked up inside.  
 

KEEP Joe busy, KEEP RECRUITING! See you all at our next Chapter 
meeting; November 19th.  
 

President, Larry C.  
President 
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Editor’s Note 

In my short time as a member of VVA-351, I have met some of the nicest peo-
ple.  The organization has a great Board of Directors that keep it going.  Hope-
fully, we can get more members of the community who are VN vets to join. 

As we come into election season, make sure you vote.  I am optimistically hop-
ing the next couple of years are less confrontational that the last.  We need 
people to come together in brotherhood/sisterhood.  Our country is a gift that 
comes from our Lord and we should treat it as such. We must remember that 
nothing is ours, it is His and we are to be faithful stewards. 

We are also coming into the Thanksgiving and Christmas seasons.  It is a time 
to give thanks for all we have including our beautiful country. 

In her book, THE HIDING PLACE, Corrie Ten Boom relates an incident that 
taught her to be thankful for things we normally would not be thankful for. 
Corrie and her sister, Betsy, prisoners of the Nazis, had just been transferred to 
the worst prison camp they had seen yet, Ravensbruck.  Upon entering the bar-
racks, they found them extremely overcrowded and infested with fleas. Their 
Scripture reading from their smuggled Bible that morning in 1 Thessalonians 
5:16-18, had reminded them to rejoice always, pray constantly, and give thanks 
in all circumstances. 
Betsy told Corrie to stop and thank the Lord for every detail of their new living 
quarters. Corrie at first flatly refused to give thanks for the fleas, but Betsy per-
sisted. Corrie finally agreed to somehow thank God for even the fleas. 

During the months spent at that camp, they were surprised to find how openly 
they could hold Bible study and prayer meetings in their barrack without guard 
interference knowing that having a Bible could cost them their lives. Several 
months later they learned that the guards would not enter the barracks because 
of the fleas. 

Corrie was released from the concentration camps 15 days after the death of 
Betsie.  They were thankful for all they had including of course the ability to 
study the Bible while in the camp.  She survived her ordeal and served many 
people with mental disabilities.  May we all serve our fellow people with such 
fervor and for the correct reason. 

Dennis 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Thess%205.16-18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Thess%205.16-18
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Quartermaster Corner 

VVA Chapter 351’s white jackets with patches clearly identify you as a 
member. The jackets are available to you at a reasonable price. If you 
would like to order a jacket contact Dennis Van Hoof at a meeting, or 
e-mail dennis2201115@gmail.com. 

Also, Ed Lau has shirts (long and short-sleeve) and other items for 
sale before and after the meetings 

EVENTS AND OFFERS 

VVA 351 MEETINGS & DATES 

The Chapter meets once a month at 7:00 pm at VFW Post 2778, 
501 N. Richmond Street, Appleton—3rd Monday this year. Refresh-
ments/Social time at 6:30 p.m.—Call to Order/Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
Meeting time is approximately one hour. Special events of interest 
may follow the meeting and there is time to socialize. 

November 19 December—None January 21 February 18 

Military Calendar for September and October 
November 

Warrior Care Month  Entire  Month  
Marine Corps Day/Birthday November 10  
National Military Family Month Entire Month  
Armistice/Remembrance Day  November 11  
Thanksgiving Day November 22 

December 
National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day December 7  
U.S. National Guard Birthday  December 13 

National Wreaths Across America  December 1 

https://militarybenefits.info/warrior-care-month/
https://militarybenefits.info/marine-corps-birthday/
https://militarybenefits.info/military-family-month/
https://militarybenefits.info/remembrance-day/
https://militarybenefits.info/thanksgiving/
https://militarybenefits.info/pearl-harbor/
https://militarybenefits.info/national-guard-birthday/
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Wisconsin Vietnam War Casualties 

 

According to the Defense Casualty Analysis System, the total record 
count of deaths for Wisconsin is 1,161 as of April 29, 2008. 
(www.archives.gov/aad)  
 

The months of September and October tire for 10th in the number of casualties 
for the State of Wisconsin. Wisconsin had 160 casualties overall for November 
and December during the duration of the war. Out of the group of 20 soldiers 
below, 0% Air Force, 10% Marines, 80% Army and 10% Navy paid the ultimate 
sacrifice. 

Items of Interest 

Glen Harry Young Army Brodhead 10/28/1966 

Donald Alfred Christ Army Milwaukee 10/30/1966 

Duane Andrew Novobielski Army Greenwood 10/4/1967 

Paul Anthony Oestreicher Army La Crosse 10/6/1967 

James Arnold Stoeberl Army Almena 10/7/1967 

Melvin Edward Johnson Navy Lombard 10/8/1967 

Ronald S Sandel Army Thorp 10/9/1967 

Robert James Wisch Marine Corps Milwaukee 10/10/1967 

Loren Leslie Ertel Army Plymouth 10/10/1967 

November 

December 
Thomas John Klemp Army Reedsburg 11/6/1966 

David Brian Dann Army Milwaukee 11/8/1966 

James Williams Washkuhn Marine Corps New Berlin 11/8/1966 

Lloyd Steven Smith Army Portage 11/10/1966 

Thomas C Mitchell Army Milwaukee 11/15/1966 

Thomas  Shaw Army Milwaukee 11/15/1966 

William Tamm Arnold Navy West Allis 11/18/1966 

John Douglas Fitzpatrick Army Franklin 11/19/1966 
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Vets and Friends of Wisconsin Inc. 

2508 N Richmond St. Appleton 

Our coffee house provides free soup and sandwich every Saturday to 
Vets and friends from 11am-2pm. We have partnered with St. Joe’s Food 
Program to provide for short and long-term needs. Contact Jack Voight or 
Gary Brynulfson for further info .( No RSVP required)  

“Reflections of Vietnam” Programs -   

We are going to busy for the remainder of the year presenting programs in 
NE Wisconsin .  Typically we look for 6-8 vets for each program. If you 
know you have an interest and want to sign up , please contact the moder-
ator for additional info.   
 

Northeast Technical College - GB 11/7  Moderator Mike Weaver 

Lakeshore Technical College Manitowoc 11/8  Moderator Larry Cavanaugh 

UW- Green Bay 11/16 Moderator John Koehler 
Green Bay Gamblers Military Night 12/8 Moderator Wade VanRyzen 
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 Area Business Receive Appreciation Awards from 
VVA Chapter 351  

VVA Chapter 351 officers presented framed "Awards of Appreciation" 
earlier this year to a number of businesses that support our chapter 
through discounts or financial contributions. They are Tim and Jays 
Automotive, 5th Qtr,, FastSigns, and Angels Restaurant. Please 
remember to patronize these fine businesses and when you do , 
thank them for their support !  

Tim & Jay’s Automotive The Fifth Quarter 

FASTSIGNS Angel’s Restaurant 
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  Armistice Day 100 Year Anniversary  
11/11/2018 – 11/11/2018  

The world was irrevocably changed by World War I, which was 
supposed to end all wars. By the time the guns fell silent in No-
vember 1918, millions were dead, empires had fallen and the 
course for the rest of the 20th century had been charted. 

For years afterward, the United States celebrated Armistice Day 
on Nov. 11 to mark the end of the war. Then in 1954, the holiday 
was renamed Veterans Day to commemorate veterans of all 
wars. 

This Veterans Day, please remember to reflect on the 4.7 million 
US soldiers, marines and sailors who served (including many or 
our grandfathers) and the 17 million people that died as a result 
of this horrible war.  

Many of us will be attending Veterans Day ceremonies and do-
ing speaking engagements in the area, don’t forget to remind 
your audience about this important anniversary that occurred on 
the 11th hour on the 11th day on the 11th month exactly 100 years 
ago.  ( J. Koehler )  

Between the crosses, row on row, 
  That mark our place; and in the sky 

  The larks, still bravely singing, fly 

Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
 

We are the Dead.   Short days ago 

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
  Loved and were loved, and now we lie 

      In Flanders fields. 
 

Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw 

  The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
  If ye break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 

      In Flanders fields. 
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Quarterly Fish Fry Social 

On Friday October 12th,VVA-351 members, spouses and friends 
met at Pullman’s for an enjoyable time of conversation and good 
food.  I found myself making new friends among my fellow veterans 
and friends.  Hopefully, we can have more members attending the 
next social event.  That is what I find to be the most beneficial 
about our unit.  The comradery is infectious. We thank Pullman’s 
for their great hospitality! 

 



 

Vietnam Veterans of America 

Appleton Area  
410 W. Franklin St  Unit 1862 

Appleton WI 54191-1862 


