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P.O. 1862 

Appleton, WI  54912-1862 

www.vvawi351.org 

info@vvawi351.org 

 

September-October 
2019 

 

Fox Valley’s Only Chartered Vietnam Veterans  
Organization Serving Area Veterans Since 1987 

 “Never again will one generation of Veterans abandon another." 

See page 17 

Annual Airplane Pull 
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CURRENT OFFICERS 

CONTACTS 

Officers / B.O.D. 

President Larry Cavanaugh 

• lcavanaugh123@yahoo.com 920-264-7917 

Vice President John Koehler 
• kent1952@live.com 920-858-3310 

Secretary Mike Bryan 

Treasurer Bill Olcott 
Chaplain Mike Weaver 
Board of Directors -BOD Joe Eiting 

Board of Directors-BOD Wade Van Ryzin  
Board of Directors-BOD Dennis Van Hoof 

Committees / Administration 

Adopt-A-Family Dennis Van Hoof 
Adopt-A-Highway/Community Service Jer Sanderfoot 
Chapter Social Events  AAVA 

Scholarship Wade Van Ryzin 

Reflections of Vietnam Coordinator John Koehler 
FV Veterans Council & Recognition David Evans 

Membership Joe Eiting 

Nomination/Constitution Board of Directors 

POW/MIA Glen Zimmerman 

Sergeant-At-Arms Dennis Van Hoof 
Sunshine/Fundraising/Charity Drives Bill Olcott 
Taps Larry Cavanaugh 

Retirement Home Visits John VandenHeuvel 
Webmaster  Angie Coenen 

Newsletter Editor Dennis Bowman  
Vietnam Veterans Chapter 351 John Koehler 
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Note: Contact list is blanked out on Web version 

Other Contacts 

Chapter 920-205-1565 info@vvawi351.org 

Tom Bartel 920-739-6839 tebartel@sbcglobal.net 
Dennis Bowman 920-858-2551 dbowmanvva@new.rr.com 

Mike Bryan 920-740-5042  mjbryan42@gmail.com 

Joe Eiting 920-205-1565  capteiting@aol.com 

David Evans 920-734-2947 david.w.evans@sbcglobal.net 

Phil Moore 920-750-4110  prespanther@att.net 

Bill Olcott 920-733-8199 wolcott2009@live.com 

Jer Sanderfoot 920-759-7447  jsanderfoot@new.rr.com 

Dale Siebers 920-419-6444  rcpo633@gmail.com 

Wade Van Ryzin 920-734-9638 wvanryzin@aol.com  

Mike Weaver 920-470-4674  skipatroldoc@gmail.com 
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GOAL STATEMENT 

 

To promote and support the full range of issues important to Vietnam Vet-
erans; to create a new identity for this generation of Veterans; and to 
change the public perception of Vietnam Veterans. 

 

THE VETERAN 

 

A “Veteran”—active duty, reserve, discharged, or retired—is someone who 
wrote a blank check payable to the USA for an amount up to and including 
his/her life.  This is a definition of honor; many fail to grasp or perhaps 
have forgotten this fact. 

 

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE 

If you know of a Chapter member that is not feeling well or is having sur-
gery, please contact Bill Olcott at 920-733-8199.  Bill sends get-well cards 
to these folks, so they know that the Chapter has their well-being in mind.   
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President’s Message 

Chapter Tales 

TAPS 

Don Eiden a longtime member of the AM Legion and a member of Chapter 351 
passed away. I had the honor of representing the Patriot Guard Riders at the fu-
neral home visitation on Thursday evening. He had many friends and acquaint-
ances. 
Chuck Lewis a longtime chapter member, also lost his son this past month. 
Let us remember their families, and pray for closure, in this time of great sorrow. 

Sick Call 
Tim Hewitt is undergoing chemo treatments for his prostate cancer. 
Chuck Bongers is being examined for Parkinson's. 
That's all that I know of, Dennis if you have more to add, please do so. 

Chapter Tales Embers 

I suspect most had a very busy summer, traveling to see family and friends that 
are scattered all around this beautiful country. Welcome back to reality, we have 
an EDU Mission in Manitowoc, Chapter 731 is having The Wall That Heals @ the 
County fairgrounds Sept 12th -15th, we set up on Sept 11th. That being said, we 
have a portion of our Fall Fundraiser that weekend. Please help in any way that 
you can, we all need to keep abreast of the various events that we participate in 
and should be volunteering on our own accord. Why do we have to practically 
beg for help at these events? I think most members need to take on some role or 
a larger role then they have been and that includes the BOD. Please, step up to 
assist when needed. We have a very vibrant Chapter, our EDU Program is like no 
other, it's who we are, it's our signature, be proud of your Chapter. 

PS- I love the cool, crisp feel of the mornings, summer's in the past. 

Our next Chapter meeting is Sept 12, 11 AM @ Am Legion Post 38, Appleton, Wi. 
I will have a report on the National Convention. 

 

Larry C. 



July-August 2019 Page 6 

 An Editor’s Musings 

 

Well,  anther Summer is over!!  Where did this one go.  Another question,  wasn’ t 
January 1st just the day before yesterday?!!  Time sure does fly! 

As we all get another of day of experience under our belts, we begin to look at life 
a whole lot different.  I am currently listen to reports from our brothers and sister 
that live in the Southeast about Hurricane Dorian.  We are so blessed here to 
have a climate that does not produce these horrendous storms. 

We are an area that think of other people before we think of ourselves.  Just look 
at the people that volunteered to pull a jet airliner.  That raised $103,000 for the 
Glory Honor Flights which allows this great group  to take more of Veterans of Ko-
rea and Vietnam to visit the honored memorials in Washington D.C. as well as the 
flight that took the members of VVA351 to the places where they served. 
Our Lord says that Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his 
life for his friends. (Joh 15:13)  Our fellow veterans look at life this way.  When 
you  stepped into Vietnam, you were placed into harms way.  You looked out for 
yourself and your brothers next to you.  Now as we get a bit “older”, we look at life 
as a life of giving, rather than receiving. 
May we teach our following generations that very “gift of giving” of ourselves. 
 

Dennis 

We’ve lost two brothers this summer.  Donald Eiden, USMC, and US Army, Retired, 
and Michael Blenke, US Army. Both served in VietNam. We celebrate their lives and 
the brotherhood they shared. 

Two VVA members transferred into chapter 351;  Michael Carow, a Navy Seabee 
who lives in Hortonville, and Wallace Morrow, an Army veteran from Darboy. Wel-
come. Hope to see you active in our chapter. 

The AVVA also welcomes Lynn Brynjulfson, spouse of Gary, to the chapter.  

Chapter VVA351 Membership 
Information 
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Wisconsin Vietnam War Casualties 

 

According to the Defense Casualty Analysis System, the total record 
count of deaths for Wisconsin is 1,161 as of April 29, 2008.  
(www.archives.gov/aad)  
 

The months of September and October are ted for 10 in the number of casual-
ties for the State of Wisconsin.  Wisconsin had 148 casualties overall for Sep-
tember and October during the duration of the war.  Out of the group of 20 
soldiers below, 5% Air Force, 15% Marines, 60% Army and 15% Navy paid the 
ultimate sacrifice. 

Items of Interest 

September 
 TERRY LYNN PUNDSACK ARMY SP4 MILWAUKEE 9/25/1966 

GARY RUSSELL DOPP ARMY PFC ALMOND 9/25/1966 

RAY ARTHUR SCHOLD ARMY SP4 KENOSHA 9/3/1967 

JACK WILLIAM ANDERSON MARINE CORPS PFC MILWAUKEE 9/3/1967 

DONALD WILLIAM DOWNING AIR FORCE LTCOL JANESVILLE 9/5/1967 

RONALD RICHARD REINKE NAVY PO3 MIDDLETON 9/6/1967 

LEONARD JOHN TAUSCHEK ARMY PFC BELOIT 9/7/1967 

October 

JAMES BRIAN HUDIS NAVY LTJG BROOKFIELD 10/26/1966 

GLEN HARRY YOUNG ARMY PFC BRODHEAD 10/26/1967 

DONALD ALFRED CHRIST ARMY PFC MILWAUKEE 10/26/1968 

DUANE ANDREW NOVOBIELSKI ARMY PFC GREENWOOD 10/26/1969 

PAUL ANTHONY OESTREICHER ARMY SP4 LA CROSSE 10/26/1970 

JAMES ARNOLD STOEBERL ARMY SP5 ALMENA 10/26/1971 

MELVIN EDWARD JOHNSON NAVY CN LOMBARD 10/26/1972 

RONALD S SANDEL ARMY PFC THORP 10/26/1973 
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 VVA Chapter 351 Member Request for Funds Effective 6/1/19  

Periodically there are requests for financial assistance for various causes 
that are requested by members of the chapter. When this need arises, the 
following steps should be followed: 
The request should be put in writing outlining who the organization is, what 
specifically the money will be used for, who if any other veteran’s organiza-
tion is currently helping to fund the entity, when the money will be needed, 
and the amount that is requested. 
This should request should then be submitted to the president or vice presi-
dent of the chapter for executive board discussion and review.  If the 
amount is over $300 the membership will be asked to vote on the request at 
the next scheduled membership meeting.  
If the amount is under $300 the board will either approve or disapprove the 
request. If the request is disapproved by the board, the member may ask 
for a vote at the next scheduled chapter meeting. If the majority of the mem-
bers vote to fund the request the board will be overruled, and the request 
will be granted.  
This process was voted on and approved at the May 16,2019 meeting 
by chapter members .  
 

Spending policy for standing committees ( MIA-POW , EDU , Fund 
Raising , etc. )   
Items or services under $300 may be purchased if they were budgeted for. 
For items or services over $300, an email should be sent out to treasurer, 
VP, and President 3 days prior to purchase. The email must justify why the 
item or service is being purchased. 
This process was voted on and approved at the May 16,2019 meeting by 

Important VVA351  Information 
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Veterans, You may have seen more active participation by spouses and friends of veter-
ans and wondered why. As family and friends many of us were supporting and helping 
“behind the scenes”. I was especially interested in the education of toxins and environ-
mental exposures which brought me to the VVA sponsored Town Hall meetings and the 
state VVA/AVVA combined quarterly committee meetings in Waupaca where I was 
asked to join the AVVA.  We are not just a “ladies” group, we are men and women who 
want to “stand by all Veterans.” So here is more information about AVVA. Perhaps more 
would like to become a part of a great program. (We generally meet early evening at the 
Vet Center on North Richmond St Appleton) 
What Is AVVA? 

As Associates of Vietnam Veterans of America (AVVA), we are passionate about our 
work and the real life issues facing Veterans and their families. We strive to create a 
positive impact on our Veterans and their families by making life better. AVVA is a nation-
al, nonprofit, membership organization dedicated to advancing the awareness of issues 
affecting Veterans, their families, and their communities. AVVA strives to ensure that ALL 
veterans attain the honor, respect, and benefits they deserve. We lend our expertise, 
support, and leadership to all veteran related programs, community service, and social 
activities, while remaining actively involved in our own programs and educational en-
deavors. 
Who can become a member? 

AVVA is made up of Veterans of all eras, families and friends of Veterans, and all per-
sons who support Veterans' issues. AVVA is a catalyst for action, healing, reconciliation, 
mutual support, and fellowship. With more than 10,000 members, we are a thriving and 
strong organization. AVVA is a non-partisan, tax exempt organization. 
Regular membership shall be granted to any persons who are ineligible for member-
ship in Vietnam Veterans of America, Inc. (VVA) and who wish to 

further the purposes of both VVA and the Corporation.  
Dual membership shall be limited to those who are eligible for membership in VVA. 
AVVA MISSION STATEMENT? 

To provide support to Veterans and their families through programs, projects, and edu-
cation. 
 AVVA VISION STATEMENT? 

To create a better everyday life for Veterans and their families. 
Chris Van Ryzin    
cbvanryzin@gmail.com   920-734-9638 

Chapter and Associate Information 

mailto:cbvanryzin@gmail.com
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The chapter now meets at  Appleton American Legion Post 58 on West 
College Ave.   The meetings begin at 11:00 and end at 1300 hours.   The 
first hour is the meeting  and the second hour for a meal and social time.   
The meetings generally fall on the Second Thursday of the meeting 
months. We will not meet during the Summer months of June, July 
and August. 
September 12 October 10 November 14 December 12 

Note:  The Board of Director Meeting are held the first Wednesday of every month 
except during the summer months.  They are held at Perkins East from 11:00—
13:00.  Members may attend if they have an interest or have business that needs to 
be addressed by the board. 

EVENTS AND OFFERS 

VVA 351 MEETINGS DATES 

There are three items available starting this September.  The first are the White 
Jackets which have been available for the past four years. The second are the 
Polo Shirts and the third are the white dress shirts.  All three items can be or-
dered at VVA regular meetings which is the preferred method or you can con-
tact Dennis Van Hoof at 320-321-2915.  

POW-MIA fundraiser - Saturday September 21: As we have done in pre-
vious years this fundraiser will be held at  eight stores from Neenah to 
Kaukauna. There are about sixty people we will need to fill a three hour time
-slot at the eight stores. Someone will be in touch with you in July or Au-
gust to ask for your participation in this event. 

Upcoming Events 

Fish Fries 

 September 20 Rawhide Ranch 

 October 18 Pullmans 

Quartermaster Corner 

Riverboat Trip 

 September 11 See Trip Flyer 
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Chapter 351 wishes to thank Bernatellos Foods for their very gen-
erous donation of $1500 to our organization . This money will be 
used to support various veteran causes in and around the Fox Val-
ley area. We appreciate your support :)  

Thank You, Bernatello’s 

FALL CHAPTER 351 FUND RAISING DRIVE  
 

Mills Fleet Farm September 20 John Koehler 

 September 21 Gary Brynjulfson 

Walmart - East (KK) September 21 Bill Olcott 

Walmart - Neenah September 14 Phil Moore 

Festival – “00” September 21 Tom Bartel 

Festival – Darboy September 14 Frank Billings 

Festival – Menasha September 21 Dennis Van Hoof 

Festival – Neenah September 21 Larry Cavanaugh 

Larry’s Pig – Kaukauna September 21 Mel Rabideau 
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Pulling for Honor 

On August 10, 2019, the Pulling for Honor event took place at 
Appleton International Airport.  The event helps raise funds for 
Old Glory Honor Flight.  The day started with the setting up of 
the Educational Display Unit for the public to view and ask 
questions. 
Beginning at 11:00 am teams began trying to pull a 200,000# 
FedEx airplane.  The goal was to pull the plane 12’ in the 
shortest amount of time.  Each team was allowed 5 minutes to 
get the job done.  There were 34 teams entered—teams could 
have up to 20 members.  Except for the VVA whose number 
was limitless, therefore, we were not eligible for prizes.  The 
entry fee was $1,500, however, teams were encouraged to 
raise over that amount.  VVA Chapter 351 was able to donate 
a check for $4,500. 
The first to pull was Green Bay Rugby (American Legion Post 
230), DePere.  They set the bar very high by pulling the plane 
12’ in 9.3 seconds, setting a new record, and also was the 
best pull of the day.  Chapter 351 was the last to pull.  Once 
we were announced, all Vietnam vets and friends were asked 
to join us.  All the vets were quite surprised at how easy it was 
to pull the plane until they noticed that they were being assist-
ed by the football team from Appleton North High School.  As 
a team, Appleton North legitimately finished with the second-

best time of the day. 
It was announced at the end of the event that a new record 
was set with over $103,000 being  raised. 
 

What a great day of fun and fellowship for a great cause! 
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Chapter VVA 351 Pictures  

Pulling for Honor Photos 

Veterans Day At the Timber Rattler Game  

Meeting with General Hang 

John Koehler and Dave Grossman met 
with Special Guerrilla Unit, General Nel-
son Hang.  General Hang will be joining 
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VVA Chapter 351 will be bringing it 100 foot mobile museum of Vietnam ar-
tifacts to Manitowoc for this event.  Several of our members will be partici-
pating in this mission.  Please come if you can to this interesting, educa-
tional and important event. 



 

 

Vietnam Veterans of America 

Appleton Area  
410 W.  Franklin St  Unit 1862 

Appleton WI 54191-1862 


